








Traffic Safety Program

The Traffic Safety Program is a four-hour National
Safety Council Course offered by Richland Community
College. It is designed to improve your traffic skills,
decrease the possibility of future traffic violations, and
reduce the chance that you or someone else may be

killed or injured in a traffic accident. The program al- -

lows you to request court supervision without going to
court.

How The Program Works

'If you are eligible for the Traffic Safety Program and
you choose this option, you must return your traffic
ticket and fine, your Plea of Guilty, and your Traffic
Safety Program registration and fee to the circuit clerk’s
office. The circuit clerk will forward your registration to
Richland Community College. The College will notify
you of the date, time and location of your assigned class.

You will then attend a one-time, four-hour class on
defensive driving. Note: You must successfully com-
plete the Traffic Safety Program within 180 days from
the date of your violation. The Traffic Safety Program
will report to the court when you have successfully com-
pleted the class.

If you complete the Traffic Safety Program within
the specified time and receive no additional tickets within
your court supervision period. You do not have to ap-
pear in court, the charge against you will be dismissed,
and no cenviction will be entered on your driving
record.

If you have questions on the law, and feel you need
legal advice, call an attorney. Legal advice will not be
given by the Office of the Circuit Clerk, the police de-
partment issuing the ticket, or Richland Community Col-
lege.

Read This Notice Carefully
You May Be Able To Avoid Going To Court.

You have three options in which to dispose of your ticket:

1. Plead guilty and pay the fine, by mail or in person,
without going to court. (4 conviction will be entered
on your driving record.)

2. Plead not guilty and request a trial.

(For options 1 and 2 follow the directions on the ticket.)

3. Request the Traffic Safety Program and court supervi-
sion. If you are eligible and choose this option, you
will: plead guilty, request court supervision, and com-
plete the Traffic Safety Program without geing to
court., If you complete the Traffic Safety Program
within the designated time and receive no additional
tickets during your supervision period, you do not
have to appear in court and the charge against you
and the conviction and will not be entered on your
driving record.

Read this entire document to see if you qualify for option
3 above.

Read This If You Want to Request Court
Supervision Without Going To Court.

You Can Avold Going To Court and
Apply For Gourt Supervision By Completing the
Traffic Safety Program.

Carefully check the eligibility guidelines.
If you have questions, you may contact the Traffic Safety
Program at 217/424-1550.

Eligibility Guideline

You are eligible to receive court supervision without

going to court if all of the following apply:

1. In the twelve (12) months preceding the date of this
ticket, you have not been charged with any traffic
offense that resulted in a conviction.

2. In the forty—eight (48) months preceding the date of
this ticket, you have not been charged with any traffic
offense that resulted in court supervision, or had an
amended ticket to a “non-moving” violation, or com-
pleted a Traffic Safety Program.

3. Your ticket does not charge you with speeding twenty-
one (21) miles per hour or more over the speed limit.

4. Your ticket is not marked with a “must appear” of-
fense.

5. You are willing to plead guilty on the traffic ticket,
request court supervision, and pay your fine and the
fee for the Traffic Safety Program.

Complete Court Supervision — Charge Dismissed

No Conviction On Your Driving Record

You can satisfy your court supervision without going to

court, and the charge against you will be dismissed if

you: i

1. Successfully complete the four-hour Traffic Safety
Program within 180 days from the date of your viola-
tion, and

2. Do not receive any additional traffic tickets during the
court supervision period. (Court supervision is 180
days from the date of the violation, unless otherwise
determined by the court.)

At the end of your court supervision period, the
charge against you will be dismissed and no convic-
tion will be entered on your driving record.

If you would like to apply for this option, carefully
follow the Traffic Safety Program Registration Instruc-
tions, on the reverse side.
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